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Christmas Review Meeting 
Monday 15th January 2024 at 6:30pm via zoom 
Present: 

Tarporley Parish Council – Andrew Wallace, Peter Manby, Peter Tavernor, Catherine Helm, Lisa Miller, 

Mark Ravenscroft, Gill Clough, Nigel Taylor, Charlotte Hodkinson, Abbie Morris (Deputy Clerk) 

Apologies 

John Millington, David Harrison 

A big thank you to everyone involved in organising the event.  A tremendous effort was put into making 

the event successful and from the feedback received, a very enjoyable day in the village. 

Review comments 

Overall, the comments have been very positive about the event. The event went without incident and 

the feedback from Cheshire Police is that the event was well organised with no issues from their 

perspective.  Over 30 responses from the runners and 10 responses from the businesses. 

Comments to consider 

Change of day to a Sunday? 

Tree lighting ceremony (possibly the Friday evening before the event)? 

Review the route for the runners to see if the road closure can be reduced in size (maybe 2 laps and 

close the road at Forest Road as opposed to Utkinton Lane)? 

Health and Safety issues need to be addressed 

Christmas 2024 

The key actions  

• Start planning a lot earlier, especially if there is to be a road closure. Working group to meet in 
May to start discussions. 

• Instinct have offered to help organise the event for 2024. Confirm this with Chris at Instinct 

• Reindeer was a success but some Councillors to do a site visit to audit living conditions of the 
animals. Contact Reindeer company and make arrangements to visit 

• Book Mr T for warm up as very popular and created a great atmosphere. Peter M to book and 
confirm.  Price? 

• Book Norman Edwards to capture more photographs of the event 

• Book the Pop Vox Choir 

• Book a children entertainer / disco 

• Book the face painter 

• Book Samba band for along the route 

• Book Primary School Choir 

• Hire a H&S officer / company to provide the work of installing the Christmas items in the village 

• Health and Safety training for all 

• Encourage more volunteers to help with the event especially younger people 

• Replace / renew crib (either through Baptist Church contact or Tarporley High School) 
Any formal decisions to be agreed at the March Parish Council meeting. 

Abigail Morris 

  18 January 2024 
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Notes of Eaton Road Meeting  

24th January 2024 – Eaton Road & High Street.   

Present: 

Tarporley Parish Council - Lisa Miller, Ann Wright (Clerk)  

CW&C Highways – Dave Reeves, Road Safety Engineer.  

Purpose of meeting: To discuss possible changes to double yellow lines on Eaton Road, Zebra Crossing 
Lights & Interactive Speed Signs.  

Eaton Road 

Dave Reeves confirmed there has been no reported accidents on Eaton Road since 2008 and that the 

average speeds collected are 17mph, in a 24-hour period less than 1% of drivers are speeding. 

He confirmed that increasing the double yellow lines and removing 2 more parking spaces was likely to 

result in vehicles speeding up as currently they have to slow down to see traffic coming towards the 

High School. 

He confirmed that he would not recommend changing the current double yellow lines and that CW&C 

would not fund the works. He was unable to confirm if CW&C would allow the works to go ahead if the 

Parish Council wished to pursue and fund the changes. 

It was discussed if something could be done to highlight areas where students cross as a large number 

do not look before crossing. 

A resident highlighted her concerns about speeding along the road and stated that vehicles speeds have 

increased over the last 10 years with the 20mph and 30mphs being ignored around the village.  

A further member of the pubic questioned what the meeting was about and confirmed they park on this 

stretch of road while working at the school. 

It was noted any reduction in parking spaces would result in vehicles having to park somewhere else. 

It was noted the double yellow lines and zig zag lines at the school entrance are very worn and that this 

had been raised with CW&C previously who had confirmed they would be repainted. It was agreed the 

Clerk should report these again to CW&C1.   

Zebra Crossing  

The meeting looked the zebra crossing following concerns that the lighting is dull and that drivers don’t 

see it particularly given its busy location by the Spar exit and junctions with Eaton and Birch Heath 

Roads.  

It was confirmed the bulb used in the lights are set in law and that new LED lights would cost around £8-

£10k, Dave Reeves agreed to provide a price for LED attachments which can be fixed to the poles. 

Interactive Speed Signs  

It was noted that CW&C would not consider installation of interactive speed signs on the High Street 

given the average speeds recorded and accident data. 

It was noted if the Council uses the SID (Speed Indicator Device) and identifies a high percentage of 

vehicles are speeding CW&C would consider undertaking a review of speeds. 

 
1 Reported 26 01 24 - HW580802590 
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It was noted the highest speeds recorded are on the middle section of the High Street, from the 

entrance to St Helens and the Done Room to the Rising Sun, this is because visibility is better as the road 

is straight. The average speed is recorded at 21.8 mph, intervention at 24mph. 

Mr Reeves was thanked for attending the meeting. 

Ann Wright 29/01/2024 
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TPC Village Website Development Plan - progress meeting.   

Monday 29th January at 1pm via Zoom 

 
Attending: Cllr Mark Ravenscroft, Chris Helm, Abigail Morris,   
Apologies: Eveleigh Moore Dutton, Charlotte Hodgkinson, David Holmes, Nigel Taylor, Andrew 
Wallace. 
 
Confirm structure of phase 1 
Confirmed OK to proceed with the Phase 1 structure set out in the spreadsheet circulated (see 
attached). 
 
Identify content sources 
 
The following possible sources for various parts of the website content, whether text, images or 
videos, were identified:  
 

• The Neighbourhood Plan for useful background text;  

• The suite of photographs of the village that were commissioned recently from Norman 
Edwards for the Tarporley Design Guide  

• Gill Clough and Peter Willis for material about "Old Tarporley". 
 
Sketch out the jobs / roles. 
 
Key jobs / roles  
 
"author", the person(s) who create(s) the contents of a particular page.  
"checker": the person(s) who review(s) the contents of a particular page to make sure that the 
spelling, grammar, layout and general look and feel are all OK;  
"offline uploader": the person(s) who upload(s) the contents of a particular page to the website, after 
checking and corrections, but prior to them being confirmed fit to be made public;  
"pre-launch auditor": the person who checks the contents of a particular page to confirm that the 
page is fit to be made public;  
"webmaster”: the person who makes the page public and has final say on the content of the 
website.  It is probably best if the pre-launch auditor is not a member of the working group but is a 
member of the parish council. 
 
Sketch out a timescale.  
 
See attached for phase 1 timings. 
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Tarporley Parish Council 

S106 Art Trail Working Group 

Date of Meeting: 8th Feb 2024 19.00 by Zoom 

Present: 
INSTAR: Trish and Nick 
Rachel Davies 
TPC: Pete Tavernor, Mark Ravenscroft, Gill Clough, Peter Manby, David Holmes, Lisa Miller 

1. Installation of artwork. Launch date confirmed as 13th April 2024. Artwork to be installed in w/c 
18th March or following week.  Will likely be installed by Northwich Town Council.  All artwork to 
be delivered to Tarporley prior to 18th March 

2. Information plaques. INSTAR to propose a design.  We have permission from relevant property 
owners for installation of the plaques. ACTION: INSTAR 

3. Rachel’s scope 
a. Origami foxes. Will be installed in phone box and Fox’s Den. All in hand Check on band 

to strap round phone box – ACTION: Mark.  Check on solar lights for phone box – 
ACTION: Rachel 

b. Wooden foxes in woodland.  Agree location of foxes. ACTION: Mark and Rachel.  
Produce sketch of woodland showing location of foxes. ACTION: Rachel and INSTAR 

c. Artwork window display. Check with Miles Carr if his window can be used. ACTION: 
Rachel 

d. Children’s art from exhibition in shop windows.  Ask Rachael Carr to co-ordinate and 
advise on price. ACTION: Rachel 

e. BT Box. In hand 
4. INSTAR scope for launch day.   

a. Produce outline plan for events on the day. ACTION: INSTAR (see email of 9th Feb).  
b. Ask Terry Healey if he can do fox-themed story telling: ACTION: Abbie..   
c. Book Done Room as back up in case of inclement weather. ACTION: Abbie. 
d. Enquire about “Fox Trot’ dance group. ACTION: INSTAR 
e. Plan and organise Fox Trail walks: ACTION: INSTAR 
f. Plan and organise potential Arts and wildlife speakers. ACTION: INSTAR 
g. Flyer. Format and create content. ACTION: INSTAR 

5. Gazebos.  One gazebo marking entrance to woodland walk with wooden foxes.  2 gazebos in 
front of Latte Da, manned by TPC, Rachel and INSTAR. 

6. Display boards.  Produce summary of temporary and permanent interpretation boards and 
publicity materials. ACTION: INSTAR (see email of 9th Feb).  Advise dimensions of proposed new 
notice board. ACTION: Mark 

7. Brochures. See above. 
8. Banners with children’s art.  5 locations identified.  3 owners have confirmed OK, one has 

declined, one outstanding. So max 4 brackets available.  Advise what might be possible in time 
for launch, including possible re-use of existing materials.  ACTION: INSTAR. 

9. Refreshments. Agreed that TPC will not provide refreshments, but will ask High St businesses to 
provide, including possible fox-themed biscuits.  Can perhaps provide voucher for biscuit for 
completed wooden fox trail. ACTION: TPC 

10. Invite list.  Include Trail artists, proposed artists for BT boxes, press, etc.  Draw up possible invite 
list, as well as general public. ACTION: INSTAR (see email of 9th Feb) 
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11. Merchandise/Logo  A number of merchandise options identified, including postcards of artwork.  
Commission photo of Fox Fir as basis for a postcard. ACTION: Peter M.  Advise shortlist options 
for Art Trail logo. ACTION: INSTAR.  Ask Weetwood about possible Fox-themed beer. ACTION: 
Pete T. 

12. Publicity. See above under Display Boards 
 

Mark Ravenscroft 

09/02/24 
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Informal Meeting Notes 
Monday 12th February 2024 at 7pm via Zoom 
Present: 
Gill Clough, Catherine Helm, David Harrison, David Holmes, Peter Manby, Lisa Miller, John Millington, 

Mark Ravenscroft, Peter Tavernor, Nigel Taylor, Andrew Wallace (chair).  

Abigail Morris (Deputy Clerk), Ann Wright (Clerk). 

Apologies – Charlotte Hodgkinson.  

Business Meeting 

It was noted the meeting with businesses was on the 13th February, notes had been circulated to 

councillors including the format of the meeting.  At present 22 business representatives had booked to 

attend and 10 Councillors.  

 

Grounds Maintenance  
Since the Council meeting references had been obtained, further information will be circulated to 

councillors before the contractors are informed of the decision.  

Youth Shelter 

It was reported that after the last Council meeting the Clerk had advised CW&C officers and local police 

of the decision to retain the youth shelter, they had highlighted their surprise given the report provided 

by the Designing Out Crime Officer (DOCO) who had recommended its removal. The report had not 

been received but has now been received and circulated to  councillors. 

The following concerns were discussed: 

• The Shelter should not be removed to address anti-social behavior (ASB) this should be tackled 
by the police. 

• The shelter should not be removed without a firm plan to replace it or to provide something for 
teens. 

• That the Council should not be going against the advice of the experts. 

• There would be serious reputational damage to the Council should an incident occur. 
A vote was undertaken which supported retention of the Shelter, however it was noted the Council 

couldn’t make a formal decision until the next meeting in March. 

The following actions were agreed: 

• Clerk to seek planning advice on permission required to install a shelter. 

• Look at the provision of all-weather shelter possibly to go over tables on the playing field. 

• Seek advice from CW&C and DOCO on suitable alternative locations for a shelter. 
The matter will be discussed at the March meeting. 

CW&C Conference 

It was agreed to give a presentation at the CW&C conference in March on community involvement. 

Tarporley Community Centre (TCC) Reimbursement 

It was agreed to reimburse TCC 50% of their donation for the Mini-cops uniforms due to the grant 

received from the Police and Crime Commissioner. 
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Burton Square Defibrillator 

It was agreed that Cllr Ravenscroft would review the cover available for the new defib and make a 

recommendation as to whether or not to proceed with it. The Clerk reported she was waiting for 

approval from CW&C for its installation at Burton Square as the land is owned by CW&C. 

Tarporley Community Centre Play Area & Field Lease 

Cllrs Clough and Taylor agreed to review the lease and make recommendations to the Council. 

It was agreed to identify possible solicitors to review the lease. 

Planning Process 

It was noted the lead planners are now coordinating their responses to planning applications which will 

then be circulated to councillors for consideration.  

It was noted that planning training has been arranged for the 5th March. 

Allotments & Bowling Green Sign Request 

It was agreed to include signage to the Bowling Green and Allotments with the Poppy Lane car park sign. 

It was reported that the Allotment Association is considering using S106 funding to carry out works at 

the allotments. It was noted the Council must give permission for works to be carried out on the 

allotment or bowling green. It was confirmed the planned work will be shared with the Council to obtain 

permission.  

Brook Road Playing Field 

It was agreed to ask Cheshire Wildlife Trust to undertake spraying of the docks on Brook Road. 

It was noted a price is outstanding to create a surface area round the storage shed on Brook Road. 

Cllr Millington confirmed he is seeking advice from a specialist company on drainage for the pitch, 

noting the company has inspected that and the TCC playing field previously. 

It was noted that a price is being calculated for the hire of the pitch given the cancellations due to 

waterlogging.  

 

 

Ann Wright  

14the February 2024. 

  



10 
 

Notes of Tarporley Businesses Meeting  
13th February 2024, Tarporley Community Centre. 
Present: 
Tarporley Parish Council: Gill Clough, Catherine Helm, Peter Manby, Lisa Miller, John Millington, Peter 

Tavernor, Andrew Wallace (Chairman). 

Abigail Morris (Deputy Clerk), Ann Wright (Clerk).  

CW&C Cllr Charles Hardy.  

Tarporley Businesses Represented (25 Attendees):  

Anuka  Baile Homes Enigma Holdings Group Enigma Wellness Ltd 
Follies of Tarporley His Story Traditional Barbers Little Tap Nicole James 
OM Tarporley LTD Osprey Barbers Papillon Phoenix Accounts 
Rascal & Radical Reva Green Sarah’s Shoes SVS Cheshire 
The Attic Room The Swan The Tarporley Clinic  

 

Presentation Slides 
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Questions & Comments 

The following matters were raised during the meeting: 

Finance 

It was noted the Parish Council does not get any income from business rates and does not have the 

authority to claim any. 

It was noted the Parish Council does not grit the Rising Sun car park as it is CW&C owned. It was asked 

how this can be raised with CW&C, it was noted it can be reported to CW&C and to Cllr Hardy to raise.  

It was discussed that gritting of the car park should be considered in the future and that the businesses 

may be able to contribute to the costs given that the car park can be very icy.  

It was noted that the Parish Council is continuously debating how far it funds work that is the 

responsibility of CW&C. One such decision is the resurfacing of the footpath from the High Street into 

Poppy Lane which we have agreed to resurface despite it being CW&C path. 

Art Trail 

It was asked if local artists have been asked to be involved in the Arts trail and it was confirmed that the 

Artist in Residence Rachel Davies is local and also Peter Willis a local artist was commissioned to produce 

a new Tarporley Sign. It was noted the roles were advertised regionally. 

It was confirmed that the trail launch on the 13th April will be advertised regionally and that Cheshire 

Life will be made aware of the event.     

Tarporley Website 

It was noted the website needs to show that Tarporley is a vibrant small town rather than just a pleasant 

Cheshire Village. 

It was suggested the site should include guest blogs and interviews of businesses in the village.  

Concern was raised about the impact of encouraging visitors to Tarporley would have on already limited 

parking. Without dismissing the concern, it was stated this is one of the challenges which needs to be 

addressed. It was suggested that there should be time limited parking on the Rising Sun Car Park and 

that Poppy Lane and the Community Centre car park should be more widely advertised. 

It was suggested that there needs to be a clear governance structure for the website. 

It was noted the website could be a very powerful tool for promoting businesses and Tarporley but it 

needs to be done correctly and that the Council needs support to develop and manage it.  

It was agreed that the website needs to link with social media, Instagram, twitter etc.  

Santa Dash 

It was suggested the Santa Dash had been held on the wrong day and should have been held on a 

Sunday. It was confirmed the Council is reviewing this year’s event.  

Concern was also raised that businesses were not aware of the event. It was reported that Councillors 

spent considerable time delivering fliers and visiting businesses in person with a councillor speaking to 

42 individual businesses.  

The question was asked how we can best communicate with businesses. Attendees responded that this 

meeting was a good way to communicate and was a positive starting point.  
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It was recognised that the Parish Council cannot please all the people all the time but tries to make 

decisions which will benefit the majority of the community.  

Carnival  

It was noted the Carnival will be held on the 2nd Saturday of July (13th) as usual and will include a 

procession. The Carnival is organised by Rotary and 41 Club. 

Tarporley Independents 

Woody Barlow from The Swan explained that the Tarporley Independents is a simple WhatsApp group 

for Tarporley Businesses to communicate. He suggested since Covid it feels like businesses and people 

have lost the ability to talk and communicate.  

Anyone interested in joining the group should contact himself, Kate Crisp or Nicola Cerven. 

All were thanked for attending the meeting. 

Electronic Sign 

A business owner who was unable to attend asked that consideration be given to an electronic sign on 

the entrance to Tarporley similar to that at Stockton Heath which allows for the promotion of events or 

businesses in the village  

 

 

Ann Wright 

14-02-2024. 
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Notes of S106 Arts Project Update  
19 February 2024 
Present:  
Trish Evans   Catherine Helm  Nick Humphreys  Cathy Newbery  Mark 

Ravenscroft 

Peter Tavernor Nigel Taylor  Ann Wright (Clerk)    

 

Purpose of Meeting:  To obtain an update on actions agreed at the previous meeting on 8th 

February.  

The following ideas were discussed: 

It was noted the Done Room has been booked for the duration of the event (10.30am until 

3pm). 

Installations 

The group is working towards installations taking place the week commencing 18th March with 

outstanding items being delivered the previous week to Northwich Town Council.  

Instar confirmed they would pick up their manhole cover and intend to be on site when the 

installations are taking place. 

The Willow Foxes are due to be installed on the 18th March their installation is to be done by 

Councillors and the artist. 

Plaques & Information  

Instar shared some draft ideas for plaques which includes a sitting Fox produced by Millie. 

It was agreed not to include numbers on the plaques and the group favoured the orange 

circular plaque. 

It was agreed the year needs adding to the plaques. 

Instar will provide an editable version of the plaque for use in the future. 

It was agreed to remove references to ‘red’ on posters and other information. 

The Group will consider the wording further of plaques, posters and invitations. 

Target having the new village website ready to act as home for the Art Trail material. Mark 

Ravenscroft to follow up. 

Event 

It was agreed to produce a list of actions required in advance of the Event which need to be 

completed. 

The deputy clerk will contact the storyteller to check his availability. 

Instar to confirm attendance by artists. 

Clerk to contact local photographer to see if he can attend. (Booked) 
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It was noted the invitations for the event need to be sent out about a month before, Instar 

agreed to draft an invitation for use. It was agreed that the invitations should be from the 

Council chairman, and he should act as host at the event.  

It was agreed that Mark Ravenscroft would compile of list of people to be invited.  

It was also noted that a discussion needs to take place with Cheshire Life about their possible 

coverage of the event.  

The Clerk asked that Instar provide wording and possible images for Facebook posts which can 

be scheduled to appear in advance for the launch event.  

Banners 

It was discussed getting banners or sails produced with the Artful Fox Trail logo on them. 

INSTAR confirmed they would not have time to prepare banners to hang from High St brackets 

in time for the launch 

It was hoped that other event organisers in the future will also use the ARTful Fox theme for 

events including the beer festival.  

It was suggested the Council could have float at the Carnival. 

Badges, Stickers & Merchandise 

It was discussed giving out printed stickers based on the logo or badges. 

It was also discussed whether we could provide merchandise for the launch which we could sell 

or that shops might be interested in stocking. 

It was noted there is a T-Shirt company which people could order pre-designed t-shirt from 

directly. 

Date of Next Meeting 

12th March at 7pm 

https://teemill.com/ 

 

Ann Wright 
21 02 24 
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Tarporley Community Centre Playing Field Trees 

Wednesday 21st February 2024 

Present: 
Lisa Miller, Mark Ravenscroft, Ann Wright (Clerk). 
Peter Murray, Murray Tree Consultancy  

Purpose of meeting: To consider tree works. 
The Group walked around TCC playing field to consider future works to trees, the following comments 

were made: 

Path & Willow 

The plan to construct a path from the playing field up past the steps was discussed. It was suggested 

that it might be too small a gap to run the path between the trees and boundary fence.   

It was confirmed there would be no issue removing the shrubs identified on the attached plan G1 

possibly retaining the Holly. 

It was noted that it is important to protect the tree roots while constructing the path and it may need to 

be raised above the ground. If planning permission is needed for the path construction plans may be 

required to demonstrate how the roots will be protected.  

Trees T10 and T11 may need branches removing to provide 3m clearance. 

It was noted the roots of the willow will need to be considered when planning the path.  

Ash T13 & T14 

Ash, T13 it was suggested the brash around the base needs to be cleared and ivy severed at the base 

and a 1m strip cleared, this will allow proper monitoring of the tree. 

T14 clear ivy as above and monitor. 

Bird Cherry T17 

It was noted CW&C tree officer has raised that the deadwood needs to be removed from the tree as it is 

falling into the adjacent property. It was suggested as well as removing the deadwood some pruning 

could also take place. 

Cherry T18 

Remove suckers. 

It was agreed to remove the shrubs and sucker growth between T19 and T20. 

Cherry T21 

Remove to provide space for other trees. 

Turkish Hazel T22 

Retain. 

Swedish Whitebeam T23 

Remove to provide space for other trees. 

Bird Cherry T32 & Beech T33 

It was suggested to remove ivy to allow trees to be monitored. 
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It was noted the ivy can be severed during the bird nesting season without CAT permission. 

Oak T50 & Lime T51 

It was discussed that the trees are resulting in the play surface becoming slippery. It was agreed the new 

play area needs to be designed with this in mind.  It was suggested the branches could be reduced by 

approx. 4m over the play area. It was suggested the Lime T51 be removed to give the Oak more space.  

Tree Works 

It was confirmed permission is only required to work on trees with a stem diameter of 7.5cm or more 

and does not include shrubs. 

Tree Planting  

It was suggested planting more trees in groups of 3, 5 or 7 in places away from paths or play equipment. 

It was discussed that certain species of trees are better in wet ground than others e.g. River Birch 

however trees don’t tend to contribute to drying up ground.  

 

Ann Wright 

22/02/2024. 
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Village website Meeting 
Thursday 29th February 2024 at 4pm via zoom 
 

Present: 
Peter Manby, Mark Ravenscroft, Abbie Morris (Deputy Clerk) Chris Helm 

Apologies 

David Holmes, Nigel Taylor 

Peter Manby was welcomed to the group and a quick overview was provided regarding the work that had already 

taken place. 

Content 

About Tarporley, Tarporley History and the Sandstone Trail sections are now complete. 

AM updated the group about the separate art trail website and that the deadline for the 13th April has now been 

removed however the group decided to keep with the deadline as a target to ensure that work carries on. 

Action – The content available to be uploaded onto the website. 

Action – Ask Emily (journalist student) to complete the ‘Getting to Tarporley’ section of the website and ask what 

further involvement she would like. 

Action – Ask ThenMedia to create a map of Tarporley to include the car parks. 

Business Involvement 

Following on from the Business meeting that took place earlier in the month, a few businesses have offered to 

support the working group and would like to get involved in the development of the website. 

Action – A face to face meeting to be arranged in March with the working group and the interested businesses. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Abigail Morris 

1st March 2024 

 

 

 

 

 


